


What is “green building”? Gaithersburg’s Green
Building ProgramGreen building is an integrated life-cycle

approach that seeks to design, construct,
operate, and maintain buildings and landscapes
in a manner that considers energy, economic,
and environmental impacts and performance.

Green building seeks to incorporate a variety
of the following principles:

– Reduces energy consumption
– Uses water efficiently
– Uses non-toxic/recycled building materials
– Maintains good indoor air-quality
– Features natural lighting
– Conserves natural resources
– Preserves natural vegetation
– Includes recycling facilities throughout
– Features flexible interiors
– Recycles construction and demolition waste
– Considers historic preservation
– Includes access to public transportation and
  other community infrastructure
– Reduces exposure of construction workers
   and occupants

Green buildings have many benefits, such as
better use of building resources, significant
operational savings, and increased workplace
productivity. Building green sends a positive
message about a company or organization - it’s
well run, responsible, and committed to the
future.

Gaithersburg’s Green Building Program seeks
to:

1)  Educate City staff and the community about
    the principles and benefits of green building.

2)  Promote green building in municipal projects.

3)  Encourage builders and developers to
    incorporate “green” components by utilizing
    the “LEEDTM” rating system.

The U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEEDTM)
Green Building Rating System is a way to
measure the energy and environmental
performance of buildings.  LEEDTM allots points
within seven specific categories,  such as site
location, water efficiency, energy and the
atmosphere, materials and resources, and indoor
environmental quality. LEEDTM offers four levels
of certification for buildings meeting specific
standards.

In order to encourage green building in
Gaithersburg:

•  Site plan/building permit applications will be
required to include a completed “LEEDTM”
scorecard. LEEDTM is a self assessing system
designed for rating new and existing
commercial, institutional, and high-rise
residential buildings.  This scorecard allows the
developer to assess the options for including
green components in a project. It also allows
the City to measure a project’s overall
performance and to collect data on the
environmental status of  buildings in the City.

•   The City will offer a building permit fee
reduction INCENTIVE to developers who
design and construct green buildings as outlined
by the “LEEDTM” rating system.

    “LEEDTM”        Building Permit
     Rating        Fee Reduction

   Platinum 50%

   Gold 40%

   Silver 30%

   Certified 20%

For more information, contact the Gaithersburg
Planning and Code Administration at 301-258-
6330 or environment@ci.gaithersburg.md.us.
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Here are some resources to help you find out
more about green building techniques:

US Green Building Council
http://www.usgbc.org/

Maryland Environmental Design Program
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/smartgrowth/ed/

Maryland Green Building Council
http://www.dgs.state.md.us/GreenBuildings/

default.htm

Maryland Energy Administration
http://www.energy.state.md.us/

Design and Construction Information
http://www.buildinggreen.com/

Recycle Construction Materials
http://www.loadingdock.org

EPA’s Energy Star Products
http://www.energystar.gov/

City of Gaithersburg
http://www.ci.gaithersburg.md.us

(select Environmental Affairs)

City of Gaithersburg
31 South Summit Avenue
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

www.ci.gaithersburg.md.us

Gaithersburg seeks to encourage green
building principles to be applied in both

public and private development in order to
support environmentally sensitive design,

construction, operation, and maintenance of
buildings and landscapes.
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